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Four tips on how to be- 
come an unforgettable 
American memory. 


1. Stop, look and listen. That’s the easiest 
way to encounter a foreign visitor. (And, if 
you don’t encounter one, what will he, she-or 
perhaps they-have to remember you by?) 


2. Prepare to jump a hurdle. What sort of 
hurdle? Well, let’s say you've just stopped, 
looked and listened in a bustling bus ter- 
minal. Your alert eye catches the tenta- 
tive movement of someone who takes a 
quick step forward. An even quicker step 
back. Then stands stock still, looking lost. 
You've spotted one! Your foreign visitor. 
And he (or perhaps she) is lost, but too 
shy to ask directions. And you’re just 
about to offer help. But, suddenly, you 
can’t? You’re too shy too? Then that’s your 
hurdle. Jump it. Or simply step across. 


3. That’s not your hurdle, but you’ve just 
run into another? Your English-speaking 
visitor doesn’t understand your answer to 
his question, even though it was direct 
and exact? It’s probably his ears. Perhaps 
they’re long attuned to British English, or 
Australian English, or Irish English, and 
they find your rapid-fire American English 
difficult to catch. So repeat your answer, 
slowly. 

4. You have no trouble communicating, 
you just don’t know the place he seeks? 
Take a moment to glance around. And 
another to dig into your memory. Chances 
are you do know a Tourist Information 
Center, or Travelers Aid, or Chamber of 
Commerce Office and you could take him 
there. 


One foreign visitor’s most 
unforgettable American 
memory might easily be you. 
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